Reef Perkinsisa man of mystery

Acharacter in atown of characters, Key West man records hislifein new book available digitally

By Michael Haskins

Reef Perkinshasbeen a brazen
character knocking around Key
West sincethe 1970s— a notable
achievement in a town full of bra-
zen characters. Anyonethat knows
Perkins, understandshislifeismore

akin to an adventuremoviethan
thelifetherest of ushavelived.

Perkinshasset hisstory down on
paper for all to read and he doesn't
really care about any judgment
that may follow. If it'sall true, than
heprovestruth isstranger than

f ction. Let him tell it in hisown
fippant style.

Q: You've just published your
autobiography —“Sex, Salvage
& Secretd. Can you tell usa

little about the book, please?

A:Well, | can say that | am
quite familiar with the subject.

Q: Doesthe book explain
how you became known as
Reef?How about tellingusasa
tease for buying your book?

A: CooChee CooChee! The
book doesreveal that | earned
my name while sitting atop an ir-
ritated coral reef north of Andros
Island in the Bahamas.

Q: Why did you decide to do
an autobiography?

A: Afew years ago, my son
asked me about my dad. My
information was alittle sparse, to
say theleast. | didn't want him to
have the same experience with
hiskids. Plus, no one else would
write it.

Q: It’'ssomettitle. What are
the secrets? Can you share
one?

A: It used to be that if I told
you, | would have to kill you, but
with today’s“new rules’if | tell
you, | have to kill myself. That’s
put adamper on my willing-
nessto share. So the answer, of
course, isno.

Q: Isthere anything you
wish you'd left out?Did you re-
ally want to tell the world you
worked on aduderanch?

A: Yes, the story about me
at the dude ranch should have
been left out. But a curiousand
insatiable audience demanded
to know more and, yes, | am
proud of my“dude-hood’
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Q: In hindsight, isthere
anything you wish you'd put in
the book?

A: Yes, more pictures of me.

Q: Where isyour book avail-
ableand in what format?

A: Bectrical format (batteries
not included), abolutelyamaz-
ingebooks.com or amazon.com

Q: What would you say was
more dangerous: Vietnam,
smuggling or salvaging?

A: lwould have to say smug-
gling salvaged goodsin Vietnam,
or wasit salvaging smuggled
goods... 'm not sure, but bullets
don't help.

Q: Writing is something new
to you. Do you think there'sa
second book coming and will
it be another non-f ction book
or have you thought about
f ction?l ask thisbecause sec-
tionsof your autobiography
could’ve been chaptersfrom a
fascinating thriller.

A: Yes, Young Haskins, thank
you for asking. | do have a half-

f nished, f ctionalized work that
shrinkswith each honest edit. It
isso dif cult for meto write that
[ will call my next book awork of
“friction.” The f rst story involves
aprotagonist named Blu Yunger,
adead buzzard and a Pogo stick
modif ed for military use. The
title is “Screwed, Blu'ed and Tat-
toed” Then there’sthe one about
the worm farm . ...

Q: You were aNavy captain
Vietnam. What interesting item
about your time there might
be surprising to people that
know you?

A:ldon’t think anything will
surprise people that know me,
however, | wasin the Army, but
trained by the Navy in deep-sea
salvage. At 23, with abattlef eld
promotion to captain, a Bronze
Star and my colonel’s parting
words, “Where you going, son?
Thewar ain’t over yet! It's never
over!” | became adiligent, civil-
ian fool.

Q: You graduated from both
the U.S. Army Engineer Of cers
Candidate School and the U.S.
Navy Salvage Of cers School,
can you tell usalittle about
them?

A: Well,in the Army school
you could diedry. In the Navy
school you could die wet.

Q: What f rst brought you to
Key West and when wasthat?

A:lleft Androslsland, in the
Bahamas with my sailboat and
another experimental diver
named Bobby “The Leaper” Lee-
man. He was well connected on
the rock. It was the year 1970 OD.

Q: How did you get in the
salvage business here in Key
West and why?

A: I got into the salvage busi-
ness because that’s all | knew
how to do. It waslegal adventure
and | wasfully qualif ed under
the provisions set forth in Bar-
tholomew’s def nition of marine
salvage:

“Ascience of vague assumptions
based on debatablef gurestaken
frominconclusive experiments
and performed with instrumentsof
problematic accuracy by persons
of doubtful reliability and
questionable mentality.

Q: Will you be doing a sign-
ing of your book in the Keys?

A: llike to think so. Isthe Cow
Key Bridge available? | need
shade.
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